
Grenville County 
 

The following place name description of Grenville County was extracted from 

http://www.grenvillecountyarchives.ca/history.html 

 
Boundary/Name Changes 

 

This area was part of the Province of Quebec, and by 1788 Lord Dorchester, the Governor of Quebec, 

proclaimed that what is now the province of Ontario would be divided into four districts, Lunenburgh, 

Mecklenburgh, Nassau,and Hesse. Our area was part of the District of Lunenburg, named for the former 

principality of Brunswick-Lunenburg, part of the kingdom of Hanover. By the Constitutional Act of 1791, 

the province of Quebec was divided into the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and Lunenburg was a 

district within Upper Canada. Gov. John Graves Simcoe, Upper Canada’s first Lieutenant-Governor, 

renamed the districts in 1792 and formed them into nineteen counties. The name of our district became 

the Eastern District and we were in Grenville County. The county was named for William Wyndham 

Grenville, Secretary of State in 1790. The Eastern District encompassed the present counties of Stormont, 

Dundas, Glengarry, Prescott, Russell, Leeds, Grenville, and Carleton. 

 
By 1798 the district’s name had changed once more, this time to the Johnstown District, which at that 

time included the counties of Leeds, Grenville, and Carleton (Lanark was part of Carleton as well). In 

1841 through the Act of Union, Upper Canada and Lower Canada became Canada West and Canada East 

respectively. By 1849 the Johnstown District was made up of only Leeds and Grenville. The Townships 

of Oxford, Wolford, Marlborough, and Montague were originally considered as one township for 

municipal purposes and had one Council. They were recorded together in the early census records, and 

appear in the Grenville County land records up to the early 1840s. Marlborough appeared in Carleton 

County in 1842 and was incorporated as a township in Carleton in 1850; Montague transferred from the 

Johnstown District to the Bathurst District in 1842 and became part of Lanark County. It can be confusing 

when one tries to search for records as the boundaries and names changed so often. 

 

When districts were abolished in 1850, the Johnstown 

District became the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville 

and still exists as such today. In 1867 the province of Ontario 

was established and our location was now Grenville County, 

Ontario. From 1850 until the 1990s Grenville County was 

composed of five townships: Wolford, Oxford-on-Rideau, 

and South Gower in the north, Augusta and Edwardsburgh in 

the south. Recently, with restructuring, these boundaries have 

been changed with the townships of South Gower, Oxford-

on-Rideau, and the town of Kemptville amalgamating to 

form the township of North Grenville; the township of 

Wolford and the village of Merrickville joining to form the 

village of Merrickville-Wolford, and the township of 

Edwardsburgh and the village of Cardinal joining to form 

Edwardburgh/Cardnial. In 1867 at Confederation the 

Dominion of Canada, containing the provinces of Ontario, 

Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, was created. 
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The following communities are located in Grenville County. Many small villages existed in the county 

and some had name changes over the years; their 

earlier names are listed in brackets. Some of these 

communities are just whistle stops now, but still retain 

evidence of their former occupants. 

 

Augusta was first surveyed in 1783, incorporated in 

1850. It includes the following communities: 

Algonquin, Centre Augusta, Charleville (Sebastopol), 

Domville (Henry's Corners), Garretton, Lord's Mills, 

Maitland (Pointe au Baril), Maynard, North Augusta 

(Bellamy's Mills), Prescott (inc. 1850), Roebuck, 

South Augusta, Throoptown. 

 

Edwardsburgh was first surveyed in 1783, 

incorporated in 1850. It includes the following 

communities: Brouseville, Cardinal (inc. 1880), (Port 

Elgin, Munro's Point, Lewisville), Crystal Rock (Lime 

Kiln), Glen Smail, Groveton, Hyndman (Grant's 

Mills), Johnstown, Mainsville, Pittston, Prescott 

Junction, Shanly, Spencerville, Ventnor (Adams), 

Wexford. 

 

Oxford-On-Rideau was first surveyed in 1791, incorporated in 

1850. It includes the following communities: Acton's Corners, 

Bedell (Kempton), Bishop's Mills, Beckett's Landing, Burritt's 

Rapids, Christies Corners, East Oxford, Kemptville (inc. 1857), 

Millar's Corners, Newmanville, Oxford Mills, Oxford Station, 

Patterson's Corners, Swan Station. 

 

South Gower was first surveyed in 1799, incorporated in 1834, and 

includes the following communities: Heckston (Archibald's 

Corners), Pelton's Corners, South Gower 

 

Wolford was first surveyed in 1795, incorporated in 1850, and 

includes the following communities: Easton's Corners, Jasper 

(Olmstead's Mills, Irish Creek), Kilmarnock, Merrickville (inc. 

1860) (Mirick's Mills). 

 

NOTE: Recently with restructuring in 1999 and 2000 these boundaries have been changed as 

follows: 

 

North Grenville (formerly South Gower, Oxford-on-Rideau, Kemptville); 

Merrickville-Wolford (formerly the Township of Wolford and the village of Merrickville; 

Edwardsburgh/Cardinal (formerly the Township of Edwardsburgh and the village of Cardinal); 

Augusta (no change); 

Prescott (no change). 
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